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Official Updates, information and contacts 

DfE Updated guidance: 

 Autumn exam series – Ofqual, on Tuesday, announced that there will be a full series of GCSEs 
and A levels, plus some AS levels, in autumn 2021. This follows a consultation on this subject. 
Here’s our press release with our comments on the announcement.   
Key points from the announcement are as follows: 
o These exams will only be open to students receiving a teacher-assessed grade (TAG) this 

summer, or who an exam board reasonably believes would have entered for the exams in 
summer 2021 had they taken place. 

o Exam boards will be required to offer exams in all GCSE and A level subjects, and AS exams in 
biology, chemistry, further maths, maths and physics. Each exam board can decide whether 
to offer exams in the other AS subjects if it wishes to do so. 

o The exams will be in their normal format, with no adaptations being made. Reasonable 
adjustments will be made for disabled students. 

o Except for art and design qualifications, grades will be determined by students’ performance 
in the exams only – there will be no non-exam assessments. 

o For art and design qualifications, grades will be determined by students’ performance in a 
task set and marked by the exam board. 

o AS and A level exams will be held in October and GCSE exams in November and December. 
Ofqual will also allow, but not require, the exam boards to offer GCSE English language and 
GCSE maths exams in January 2022 for students who were eligible to enter the autumn 
exams in those subjects but did not do so. 

o The usual arrangements for appeals and reviews of marking will apply to the exam series. 
o An exam board must issue a replacement certificate to a student showing the higher of an 

autumn 2021 or summer 2021 grade in response to a request from that student. 
o For vocational, technical and other general qualifications (VTQs), Ofqual has confirmed 

the details of the framework. This will require awarding organisations that normally provide 
assessment opportunities between September and January, to make those assessments 
available to learners who were eligible to receive a result through a teacher assessed grade if 
they wish to improve on it. Where awarding organisations do not normally provide 
assessment opportunities between September and January, Ofqual will require them to 
provide those opportunities where they reasonably consider there is sufficient demand and 
would be manageable to both the awarding organisation and centres. 

 Recruiting teachers from overseas - The DfE is researching ways in which they can help schools 
to recruit internationally. They are considering setting up a help desk for visa sponsorship and 
immigration queries, and are inviting a small number of early adopters to join a pilot for this 
service. Schools signing up to the pilot will get expert help with international recruitment for 
teachers starting in September 2021, and will be asked for feedback on how the DfE can 
improve the service. 
If you are interested in taking part, please email visa.helpservice@education.gov.uk. 

 Supporting overseas teachers - If your school is recruiting international maths, physics and 
modern foreign languages teachers, the DfE is trialling a new virtual acclimatisation service to 
give them the knowledge and skills they need to flourish in English classrooms, including their 
responsibilities and requirements to be Covid-19 compliant. 
They will provide teachers with virtual, phone and email pre-arrival support, a two-day virtual 
acclimatisation training event, phone and email support throughout their first term and a 
further training and networking event with other international teachers once they have started 
in school. These events are designed to accommodate all teachers’ current or forthcoming 
quarantine requirements. Schools are asked to appoint an in-school mentor, who can also 
access virtual training to support your international teachers. If you are interested in signing up 
for this service, or for further information, please 
email international.teacherrecruitment@education.gov.uk. 

 Secretary of State speech - On Wednesday, the Secretary of State for Education Gavin 
Williamson, gave a keynote speech at a conference held by the Confederation of School Trusts. 
The main thrust of the speech was to set out the government’s vision for every school to be 
part of a family of schools in a strong multi-academy trust. The Secretary of State also touched 
on behaviour and discipline in schools. 
Key points and links to associated information and guidance are as follows: 
o Updated guidance on joining, forming and growing trusts has been published. 
o The Trust Capacity Fund (TCAF) will be increased to £24 million from May.  
o A pilot programme will be launched to set up new diocesan academy trusts, with £800,000 of 

funding to support the costs of creating new faith trusts for Church of England and Catholic 
schools. 

o New guidance has been published for schools on ‘trust partnerships’, or associate 
membership of trusts. This is intended to encourage schools to experience the potential 
benefits of being part of a multi-academy trust before undertaking the academy 
conversation process. This guidance includes a new model service level agreement for these 
partnerships. 

o Guidance has been published on the government’s trust and school improvement offer, 
setting out support and funding available for eligible schools and trusts to access support 
from national leaders of education and governance, credit towards the costs of a trust 
partnership, and funding to reimburse the costs of a trust leader completing the NPQEL.  

o A consultation will be launched on requiring schools which have been judged as requires 
improvement by Ofsted in their last three consecutive full inspections, to join a multi-
academy trust. 
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o A consultation will be launched later this year on “how [the government] can help more 
heads remove phones from the school day”, alongside other revisions to the behaviour and 
discipline and expulsions guidance. 

o A new National Behaviour Survey will be launched to “provide a termly snapshot of 
disruptive behaviour and bullying”.  

 System of controls - Unions continue to engage in discussions with the DfE about how the 
system of controls in schools and colleges might evolve alongside the national roadmap. We 
understand that a decision on whether or not to continue to require the use of face coverings 
in secondary and college classrooms will be made shortly, to coincide with the move into Step 3 
of the roadmap from 17 May. Further changes could potentially be brought in to align with the 
move into Step 4 at the end of June, and/or for the start of the new academic year in 
September. 

 Updated guidance on exam centre responsibility for students retaking qualifications from 
summer 2020 - The DfE has updated its guidance on exam centre responsibility for students 
retaking qualifications from summer 2020 to explain responsibility for entering students for 
exams or alternative arrangements to exams and how the cost of fees will be covered. 

 Updated guidance on the catch-up premium - The DfE has updated the catch-up premium: 
coronavirus (Covid-19) guidance to provide information on carrying funding forward beyond 
this academic year and plans for Ofsted monitoring during the summer term. 

 New LFD tests for on-site testing - From 10 May, NHS Test and Trace is introducing a new type 
of LFD called Orient Gene, for use at on-site testing centres in secondary schools and colleges. 
These tests require double nasal swab samples only – a throat sample is not needed. The Orient 
Gene devices also return a positive or negative result in under 30 minutes. There is no change 
to the test kits used by staff and students at home. Staff and students should continue to use 
the Innova test kits at home, which require both a throat and nasal swab. 
Updated guidance for how to use these tests will be published on gov.uk and on the document 
sharing platform shortly. 

 School uniform bill - A private members’ bill to make school uniform costs more affordable, 
introduced by Mike Amesbury MP, passed into law yesterday. This will require schools to follow 
new statutory guidance on uniform costs. 
The DfE will publish this guidance in the autumn. It will focus on ensuring costs are reasonable 
for families of all backgrounds and giving parents the best value for money, and will advise 
schools to make sure that, when they take up contracts with uniform suppliers, they are 
competitive and transparent in order to keep costs down. 
Once the guidance is published, schools will be required by law to consider it when developing 
their uniform policies. 

Sharing good practice 

News from Tower Hamlets and THEP schools: 
 PLAN news!  As lots of you have already discovered and make great use of PLAN resources for 

Primary Science https://www.planassessment.com we thought you might like to know that 
we've been shortlisted in 2 categories in the Education Resources Awards 2021: under both 
Primary Resources - Tools for Leadership, Management and Assessment and also in the Free 
Educational Resources category. Winners to be announced later in May 

Further afield 
 EEF Diagnostic Assessment Toolkit - 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Support/Tiered_Model/EEF-
Diagnostic-Assessment-Tool.pdf 

 Ofsted - has started to publish its findings from subject-focused visits to outstanding primary 
schools carried out since the launch of the new inspection framework. The first of these, 
History in outstanding primary schools and Languages in outstanding primary schools were 
published this week.  

 Summer Schools - https://www.tes.com/news/covid-catch-what-will-summer-schools-look  

 Is it time to ban worksheets? - https://www.tes.com/news/it-time-ban-teachers-students-
school-class-worksheets  

 Thinking Together in Science and RE, part of the Templeton World Charity Foundation’s Big 
Questions in Classrooms project. You can find more information about the project on our 
website at https://www.sapere.org.uk/home/projects-and-partners/thinking-together-in-
science-and-re.aspx  ‘We are looking for six UK secondary schools to join us for this three-year 
project and would be enormously grateful if you would share the news with your networks so 
that we can reach as many potential project schools as possible. We launched the recruitment 
phase from Tuesday 27 April, when the recruitment webpage went live. We aim to be posting 
regularly on social media and can see that on twitter from @SAPERE_P4C ‘– see attached  

 Grading 2021: A briefing for governing boards and trustees  
Wednesday 12 May 5.30pm - This online session is designed to provide a briefing for governors 
and trustees on the work being undertaken by leaders and teachers, now and over the coming 
weeks, as part of the summer grading process.  
The briefing will aim to explain the process and its implications, including making governors 
aware of the likely ‘noise’ around results days and the appeals process.  
The session will be led by Geoff Barton, ASCL General Secretary, Julie McCulloch, ASCL Director 
of Policy and Tom Middlehurst, ASCL Curriculum and Inspection Specialist.  
Price £50 + VAT Includes access to the live session and the recording for all your governors 
(single site institution). Please contact us for trust pricing. Find out more and register online 
here. 

 Assessment Blog - As schools return to some kind of normality post-lockdown, where do they 
start when it comes to assessment? Crispin Chatterton of ASCL Preferred Supplier GL 
Assessment provides a few tips in this latest blog: Post-pandemic, where do we start with 
assessment? 

 How to be a green superhero: A guide to saving energy and the planet 
April 2021 - ASCL Preferred Supplier Zenergi and ASCL has produced a guide for primary 
schools which includes a range of activities with a focus on the environment.  
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Current leadership thinking/key questions for this week 

 As school leaders we are faced with hundreds of decisions a day, some small and some with 
great significance. Before rushing to find solutions, frame the problem first: 
o Not every problem should be solved 
o Not every problem should be solved immediately  
o Not every problem needs to be solved by you 
o Ask yourself, ‘what would happen in the absence of you solving the problem? 

THEP Support 

 Assessing Writing: Year 4 – 10th May 2-4pm  

 Supporting Mathematical Learning to Address Missed Learning in Year 5 – 10th May – 4-
5.30pm  

 Secondary Science Network Meeting 18th May – 4.15-5.45pm 

 Reviving Reading in the Classroom (Upper KS2) – 19th May 4-5.30pm  

 SENDCO and Inclusion Leaders Network Meeting - 19th May 4-5.30pm  

 Primary MFL Network Meeting – 19th May 4-5.30pm  

 Post 16 Network Meeting – 20th May 4-5.30pm  

 Primary Teach Meet – Outdoor Learning - 20th May 2021, 4.15pm – 5.00pm 

 Other shared resources and documents can be found here:  
http://www.the-partnership.org.uk/web/covid-19 

Headteacher well-being 

 Your wellbeing: ASCL and NAHT are working with the Universities of Nottingham and Oxford 
who are carrying out a survey of school and college leaders to understand your experiences of 
the pandemic. Please take a few moments to participate in the survey as the results will also 
help shape how we represent you in the future. 

 THEP Headteacher leadership coaching programme – All Headteachers on the programme in 
2021-22 should now have received an e-mail connecting you to your coach or continued your 
work with your coach from last year. Anyone who isn’t clear about the next steps, don’t 
hesitate to contact James. 

Tower Hamlets Education Partnership 

Professional Development Centre, 229 Bethnal Green Road, Bethnal Green, E2 6AB 

 020 7364 6846           info@the-partnership.org.uk           www.the-partnership.org.uk           @_THEpartnership 
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